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In a few days, the municipal council of the city of Montreal will meet to vote on the adoption of a by-law that
could redefine the humane and tolerant reputation that the city currently holds. After the tragic death of a citizen
in June, many Quebec elected officials are pushing for the adoption of a law banning all “Pit Bull” type” dogs,
under the pretense of improving public safety. But the reality that has been proven around the world, is that this
type of approach to animal management is expensive, ineffective, and doomed to fail.
These elected officials in order to support their position, including Denis Coderre, are rallying behind so-called
experts who have claimed that the only possible solution is to ban “pit bull” type dogs. However, until this very
day we have never heard these experts speak in public. Why hide them? Why not cite the studies on which their
claims are based? Why is it that our elected officials are unable to support their claims with tangible facts? In
fact, according to most experts, banning a specific breed of dog does not attack the root of the problem.
The Coalition to Promote the Safety of People and Canines is coming forward with a direct response to the
claims by the city’s municipal administration. Having been founded on the support of numerous credible experts
with diverse backgrounds (veterinary medicine, animal behaviour specialists, sociologists, scientists, lawyers,
criminologists, etc.), as well as responsible dog guardians, our Coalition firmly believes that the implementation
of a breed-specific ban will not lead to a decrease in serious dog bites incidents. On the contrary, it would result
in a false sense of security.
Our arguments are based on concrete facts and figures, all of which the municipal administration is unwilling to
bring to the public’s attention. However, one does not have to look too far to find this information.
• In 2005, the province of Ontario banned all “Pit Bull” type dogs. According to a study conducted by the
Toronto Humane Society in 2010, in the five years following this ban, there was no significant decrease in
the number of dog bites recorded. Furthermore, in the 7 years following the legislation’s adoption, the
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number of hospitalizations resulting from serious bites increased by 45 %.
• In Manitoba, the number of hospitalizations linked to dog bites remains unchanged since the adoption of a
“pit bull” ban in 1990.
• Meanwhile Quebec, has recorded 6 deaths due to serious dog bites in the past 30 years, only one of
which was caused by a dog identified as a “pit-bull” type, albeit with no official confirmation of the breed by
scientific or veterinary experts.
There is no question that any death caused by a dog, regardless of its breed, is a tragedy. If we wish to diminish,
and eventually altogether eliminate these unfortunate events, pure and simple, breed-specific legislation is not
the solution. An initiative to educate dog guardians, as well as society in general, must be undertaken in order to
favour the development of safer habits and behaviours. Achieving a greater level of public awareness, by all
possible means (visits to elementary and high schools, information kiosks in CEGEPs and universities, posters,
advertisements, etc.), is an absolute priority in order to ensure that a maximum amount of dogs are sterilized,
vaccinated, walked on leash; all measures that have been proven, time and time again, to increase public
security, rather than to arbitrarily ban a specific dog breed.
Here is what does work: more education, a better understanding of canine behavior, better management of
adoptions as well as the introduction of stricter legislation with more severe penalties for offenders. And here it is
what does not work: a law based on fear and intolerance, appearing to reassure the public without truly offering
any protection.
Our elected officials have the chance to make Montreal a pioneer in animal management and from the bottom of
our hearts, this is what the members of the Coalition want.
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Read also: The Hammer Comes Down on Dog Breeds and Permits
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Read also: The Hammer Comes Down: Is Reimbursement Due?
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